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Abstract

In 2014, the McCabe Centre for Law & Cancer launched its flagship International Legal
Training Programme (ILTP), which aims to raise the capacity of government lawyers from low-
and middle-income countries using the law to address noncommunicable diseases (NCDs). The
course consisted of in-person/online training followed by practical implementation by
participants through a “priority project”. To evaluate the ILTP, we conducted a mixed-methods
study using: 1) pre- and post-course survey data collected from participants over the last 10
years; 2) assessment of legal and policy changes made by participants in their home countries
following the ILTP; and 3) assessment of outcomes reported publicly. From 2014-2023, the
ILTP had 450 participants from 97 countries and territories over its 13 deliveries. Participants
rated the ILTP highly and reported large increases in confidence/knowledge in using law for
NCD prevention and control. Priority projects developed by participants contributed to NCD
law and policy change in a documented 30 countries, the defence of legal challenges to NCD
laws in five countries, and the initiation of a legal challenge against the tobacco industry to
recover health care costs in one country. Evaluation of the ILTP reveals that building the
capacity of government lawyers can be effective in driving legal and policy change to better
prevent and control NCDs globally. Legal capacity building programs such as the ILTP are
essential for addressing NCDs and must be continued and expanded.

Contribution to health promotion

This article describes an important intervention for health promotion by:

e providing insight into the value of legal training to support the prevention and control of
NCDs in low- and middle-income countries;

e examining the importance of law and policy to limiting the harm from corporations
distributing harmful products, such as tobacco, which cause NCDs; and

e evaluating how legal training may form an important and under-used health promotion

intervention to address NCDs, especially in low- and middle-income countries.



Harnessing law for global noncommunicable disease control: evaluating a legal training
program, 2014-2023

Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) are the world’s leading cause of death and disease (WHO,
2024a). Laws targeting key NCD risk factors—including tobacco, alcohol and unhealthy diet—
are cost-effective ways to limit the effects of these diseases (Magnusson et al., 2018; WHO,
2024b). Law effectively targets the now widely recognised problem of the commercial
determinants of health (Mialon, 2020). Yet globally, law remains an underused tool for NCD
prevention and control (Magnusson et al., 2018). Moreover, the challenges in curtailing the
harms caused by transnational corporations trading in such products is significantly more
challenging in low- and middle-income countries, which suffer at least 70 per cent of the global
burden of NCDs (WHO, 2024a).

Building the capacity of lawyers and policymakers in low- and middle-income countries to better
use the law is therefore a valuable avenue for reducing the global burden of NCDs (Magnusson
et al., 2018). The McCabe Centre for Law & Cancer (McCabe Centre) was established in 2012
due to recognition of the critical role of law and policy in addressing NCDs. It was named for
Rolah McCabe who, in suing British American Tobacco for causing her lung cancer, became the
first person outside the United States to win a verdict against Big Tobacco in a personal injury
claim. The McCabe family and lawyers then donated part of the settlement funds towards

establishing a specialist legal centre to continue similar efforts.

Shortly after its founding, the McCabe Centre sought to help fill the global gap in legal and
policy capacity for the prevention and control of NCDs by launching the International Legal
Training Programme (ILTP). This program was developed in 2013 and launched in 2014. It was
primarily conceived of as a support for government lawyers and policymakers in low- and
middle-income countries who were seeking to use the law for NCD prevention and control.
Consequently, participants were introduced to applicable legal frameworks on NCDs and related
fields, including sustainable development, human rights at the international level, and targeted
training on related aspects of trade and investment law. They were also to be given instruction on
supporting the exchange of information between countries on legislation and litigation. A key
goal of the course was supporting countries to respond to legal challenges by transnational

unhealthy commodities companies. Early courses had a significant focus on policy coherence



and multisectoral collaboration between health, trade, and investment law in the context of legal
challenges to tobacco control laws, with the course over time becoming more a general
exploration of implementing laws and policies to prevent and control NCDs. Since its launch, the
ILTP has run 13 times and has in turn provided training to 450 participants from 97 countries

and territories.

This article describes the ILTP and evaluates how it has met its aim of building capacity in NCD
prevention and control. We assess changes in participants’ reported perceptions of their own
abilities to use the law, and also describe changes to NCD laws and policies in low- and middle-
income countries that have in some measure resulted from the course. To do so, we undertook a
mixed-methods study using historic evaluation data from pre- and post-course surveys, and
publicly available information on laws and policy, based on four metrics: 1) participants’
reported satisfaction; 2) reported changes in confidence/knowledge in using law for NCDs; 3)
the ILTP’s documented and/or reported contribution to the adoption, implementation,
enforcement or defence of NCD laws or policies; and 4) the ILTP’s documented impact on
broader awareness of and support of using law to address NCDs.

Background
The McCabe Centre has run many trainings and workshops on law and NCDs since its founding
in 2012, including as part of its role as the WHO Collaborating Centre on Law and
Noncommunicable Disease (since 2018) and as the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (WHO FCTC) Knowledge Hub on Legal Challenges (since 2013). This article focuses
on the ILTP, which specifically aimed to build legal capacity of government lawyers and
policymakers from low- and middle-income countries. From 2014 to 2019, it ran as a multiweek
face-to-face (F2F) course, in Melbourne, Australia (deliveries 1-9). The ILTP was moved online
from 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic (deliveries 10-13).

Between 2014 and 2023, 450 participants from 97 countries and territories enrolled in the ILTP,
and 345 completed (see Tables 1 and 2) (These figures include a small number who participated
on multiple occasions). Participants came from all WHO Regions, with the most coming from
the WHO’s Western Pacific, Africa, and South-East Asia Regions. Participants were primarily
government officials, although some came from non-government organisations (e.g. not-for-



profits and academia) and inter-governmental organisations (e.g. WHO country offices).
Selection was by the McCabe Centre in coordination with relevant stakeholders including WHO
Headquarters, Regional and Country Offices; the WHO FCTC Secretariat; and the Secretariat of
the Pacific Community (SPC). For the F2F deliveries, nominations were made from relevant
country focal points via stakeholders. For online deliveries, they were made directly via an

online form.

The direct costs of the course were primarily funded by the Australian Government, with staffing
costs primarily covered by the McCabe Centre’s parent body, Cancer Council Victoria. Some
participants received other funding, with a small number—particularly from high-income
countries—funded by their home governments or institutions.

Course content was adapted to participants’ and countries’ needs and interests but focused on a
consistent set of objectives and core topics. These included tobacco control—especially, the key
provisions of the WHO FCTC—alcohol control, healthy diet and physical inactivity,
international trade and investment law, and overarching issues of human rights law, sustainable
development, policy coherence, and multisectoral coordination. Courses also at times covered a
range of other topics. These included, domestic legal challenges to NCD measures; occupational
and environmental cancers; universal health care coverage; access to medicines; negotiating
trade and investment agreements; lessons for policy development and implementation, and
enforcement in low-resource settings. In recent years, air pollution was included in the program
due to global recognition that it is a major NCD risk factor (Campbell-Lendrum and Priss-

Ustiin, 2019). An example of the agenda for an in-person course is contained in Appendix 1.

There were substantial differences in approach between the F2F and online deliveries. F2F used
presentations, individual and group activities (such as moot court exercises), and one-on-one
sessions with McCabe Centre staff, initially delivered intensively over four weeks for delivery 1,
and subsequently over three weeks. Online deliveries used seven self-paced modules comprising
recorded presentations, quizzes, activities, and discussion forums, delivered over a six- to eight-
week period. Asynchronous activities were supported by live video-meetings scheduled to
accommodate multiple time zones.



ILTP facilitators were staff from the McCabe Centre and Cancer Council Victoria; McCabe
Centre Regional Managers (consultants based in-region in Africa, Asia, and the Pacific); and
university academics. Stakeholders also attended and actively participated, including
representatives of the WHO FCTC Secretariat, WHO Regional Offices, the SPC, and the

Australian Government.

In each F2F delivery, participants started a “priority project” that consisted of addressing a legal
or policy challenge of importance to their role and/or jurisdiction. Each participant selected their
project in consultation with colleagues and developed it during the course with guidance from
the instructors. These projects were then completed on return home after the course with
continuing support provided by McCabe Centre Regional Managers. These projects were
removed from the curriculum when the course transitioned to online delivery for course 10
because of insufficient capacity to provide instructor- or peer-support in the new mode of
delivery. For courses 12 and 13, however, a smaller version of this project was trialled.

Methods
This study is a retrospective evaluation of the ILTP based on quantitative and qualitative data
collected incidentally during its deliveries. Because these data were not collected from the outset
with research in mind, they have certain limitations that the research team have been required to
accommodate. The data come from three sources:

1) Quantitative data on demographics, and participation satisfaction and confidence,
collected from pre- and post-course surveys conducted for stakeholder reporting and
iterative course development;

2) participant reports to the McCabe Centre staff of outcomes of projects developed
during the course; and

3) assessment of publicly reported outcomes of the ILTP and “priority projects” begun

by participants during the course.

Survey data
Pre- and post- surveys were conducted from deliveries 3 to 13 to determine participant
satisfaction and increases in confidence/knowledge using law to address NCDs. Surveys were

completed online prior to commencing the F2F deliveries and at the start of online courses. Post-



surveys were completed on the last day of the F2F deliveries (3-9), and for online deliveries,
after all seven modules were completed (10-13).

Across all deliveries:
e 332 participants completed a pre-course survey.

e 287 participants from 296 who completed a course returned a survey (97%).

Because these surveys were not designed with a later study in mind, they varied in wording and
in the number of questions asked. However, all of the surveys for courses 3 to 13 included
questions using a Likert scale and space for open-ended feedback. To ensure comparative
analyses could be conducted, the following decisions were made about the quantitative data:

e Across all the surveys, two of the questions addressed overall participation satisfaction
with the courses and were selected for this evaluation.

e Depending on the course, six- to eight questions assessed confidence in key skills before
and after the F2F course. The exact wording of the questions varied over time due to the
changing content of the course. For example, some courses assessed confidence relating
to the role of law in reducing the burden caused by NCD risk factors beyond tobacco,
such as alcohol and unhealthy diet, however, this was not consistently assessed across all
F2F courses. To account for these variations in wording yet consistent meaning, six key
skills were considered. (To avoid confusion, the most frequently used wording is
reflected in the results.)

e Questions on confidence in key skills that were not consistently asked across the F2F
courses and where the wording varied significantly were excluded.

e The surveys for the online course consistently compared knowledge in nine key skills
both before and after delivery and had only minor variations in the wording of the

questions. As a result, all nine questions were included in this study.

Basic demographic data was also collected in these surveys, including country of origin, gender,
and professional role. These data were analysed to understand the character of the participant
cohorts that attended each course delivery and changes in participation over time. De-identified

data on country of origin, number of participants who came from each WHO regions, and the



corresponding country income levels (2014-2023) was collected and is presented below in
Tables 1 and 2.

Qualitative survey data

Beyond the quantitative data, the surveys also yielded some qualitative data about participant
experiences. Open-ended questions for F2F and online deliveries generally allowed participants
to provide comments. These largely included discussions of what they found most valuable; how
they intended to use their knowledge; and suggestions for course improvement. The questions
varied significantly in wording, however, limiting the utility of these responses in this case.
Examples of the questions and their variation is provided in Appendix 2 (F2F delivery) and
Appendix 3 (online delivery). Consequently, only comments that spoke to the overall impact of

the course were collated and used in this study.

Follow-up on participants’ priority project outcomes

For courses 1-9, the McCabe Centre conducted formal follow-up with participants six months
after the course to assess the progress of their priority projects to determine effects on laws or
policies. Information on the success of these projects was also gleaned from informal reporting
by participants to the McCabe Centre. This follow-up occurred via email, phone calls, or text
messages, depending on the preference and location of the participant. Platforms like WhatsApp
were commonly used. Informal priority project follow-up does not have a defined end date, with
participants regularly reporting updates on their projects many years after completing the course.
Participants also continue to regularly provide updates about their priority projects and new work
that relates to the education provided by the ILTP.

Where possible, these informal reports by participants were confirmed by McCabe Centre staff
against publicly available information. For example, claims that a law had been passed would be
verified by checking relevant legislative databases in the country and/or the Campaign for
Tobacco-Free Kids” Tobacco Control Laws website (www.tobaccocontrollaws.org) for a copy or

reference to the law, or by searching for policy announcements from official sources. In some
cases, verification involved reaching out to stakeholders or other alumni working in the country
or region to verify the status of laws due to challenges publicly accessing laws in many
countries. Where verification was not possible (for example because the project was an internal


http://www.tobaccocontrollaws.org/

policy or event and not of a public nature), participant claims were generally accepted as
reported.

Database searches to assess the impact of the ILTP

To capture further insight into the broader impact of the ILTP, online archives and published
materials were systematically searched. Databases included, WHO IRIS; websites of the SPC,
Australian Government and Pacific Islands Forum; and the UN High Level Political Forum.
Search terms used were “ILTP” (and its full spelling); “Legal Training”; “McCabe Centre”; and

“Knowledge Hub”. Only direct references to the ILTP were collected and reported.

Results

Course participation and completion

450 participants from 97 countries and territories participated in the ILTP, with 92% from low-
or middle-income countries and 8% from high income countries (Full demographic data is
presented in Tables 1 and 2).

*EhhkhkAhkhkhkAhkhkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkikhikhkhkikikkiik
Insert Table 1 about here
*hkkhkErkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkikkik
*ErkAAkAAAkAAAAAAAAAkAAkkkAkAkkhkkikhkkkiik

Insert Table 2 about here

*hkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkkhkkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkikhhkhhhiihkiik

The character of the cohort changed over time. Deliveries 1 to 13 varied in size from 14 to 89
participants, with the move online dramatically increasing enrolments from an average of 20
participants to 69. Virtually 100% of participants completed the F2F courses. However, online
courses had lower completion rates, ranging from 48% to 75% (2023/2022), where completion

was defined as completing all seven modules.

Over the 13 courses, 53% of participants were female versus 47% males, mirroring closely

course completions: 54% female, 46% male. Female participation increased from 51% F2F to



55% for online enrolments (57% for completions). Gender for F2F was obtained from travel
documents, for online deliveries participants were asked their gender with options including self-
identify and prefer not to specify.

Satisfaction:

Participants were asked if the ILTP ‘enhanced their knowledge’ (Question 1) and how likely they
were to ‘recommend the training to others’ (Question 2). Graph 1 shows participant responses to
these questions. The results for Question 1 show all responses while the results for Question 2

show a combined percentage of ‘would recommend’ or ‘would highly recommend’.

*hkkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhhkkhkhhkkhkihkkhkiikiiikk

Insert Graph 1 about here

*hkkhkkhkhkkkhkhkkkhkihkkhkkikkhkkikkhkihkhkkihkikkiik

Participant confidence/knowledge:

Table 3 presents pre- and post-course responses for six questions on how the ILTP increased
confidence in using law to address NCDs asked of F2F participants. Table 4 presents pre- and
post-course data on nine questions on how the ILTP increased knowledge of using law to address
NCDs asked of online participants. Over deliveries 3-13, there were slight variations to the
questions asked. The most used wording is reflected in the below Tables.

khkkhkkhkkhhhkhkhkhkhkkkhkhkihkiihhkhkhkhkhkhiiikx

Insert Table 3 about here

*hkhkkhkAhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkkhkkhkhkkhkhkhhkhhhkiihhkiik

kkhkhkhkkhhhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhiihhkhkhhhkhiiikx

Insert Table 4 about here

*hkkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhhkkhkhhkkhkhhkkhkhhkkhkihkiiikkx
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Both tables show that the ILTP helped raised the confidence/knowledge of participants in using
the law to address NCDs. Notably, for F2F, the biggest average changes in confidence were seen
in relation to Question 6 which assessed participants confidence analysing the relationship
between trade and investment agreements and NCDs, followed by the relationships between
relevant international and regional health, sustainable, development, trade, investment and
human rights instruments and processes (Question 2) and practical steps to implement for
improving policy coherence and multisectoral coordination (Question 3). For online deliveries
the biggest change of knowledge on average came in relation to the relationship between law and
NCDs (Question 1), followed by knowledge on the relationship between law and alcohol
(Question 3). The smallest knowledge gain for online deliveries came in relation to the
relationship between investment law and NCDs (Question 7).

Participant qualitative reactions post ILTP:

Post-course surveys included open-ended questions with the primary aim of requesting feedback
concerning course logistics and ways the course could be improved. However, some participants
provided reflections and suggestions for the course that broadly relate to the impact of the ILTP
and are relevant to this study of impact. Illustrative examples have been included below. (Note:
Another study is currently underway to examine these qualitative data alongside new interviews
conducted with alumni and stakeholders to provide a fuller picture of the impact of the ILTP.)

On assessment of the course, the feedback received via open-ended questions in surveys was
positive. An indicative quote from delivery 3 reads as follows: “It is an excellent program, well
designed which gives new insights into intricate relationships of global trade, investment etc.
have while implementing policies of public health. A good and must for public health planners
and policy makers.” When asked how they intended to use their acquired knowledge,
participants generally described sharing knowledge with colleagues through self-initiated
trainings and/or presentations.

A desire for F2F delivery was a consistent theme amongst responses from deliveries 10-13.
Participants recognised the benefits of online training—especially during the COVID-19
pandemic—but at least 13 requested in-person training. Participants frequently reported
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problems with internet access, difficulties attending live sessions due to time zones, and the

impost of existing work and family commitments. Participants also suggested F2F as a

complement to online delivery.

Priority project outcomes:

Table 5 shows participants reported completed priority projects from deliveries 1-9.

*hkkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhhkkhkhhkkhkhhkkhkihkkhkihkhkiikk

Insert Table 5 about here

*hkkhkhkhkkhkirkkhkirkkhkkikkhkihkkhkkihkhkkiikikkiik

Other reported projects were considered incomplete or ongoing. Examples include:

A toolkit on conflict of interest for Ministry of Health (Colombia)

Development of tobacco control laws and regulations (Eswatini, Micronesia
(Federated States of), Fiji, Jamaica, Lesotho, Liberia, Mozambique, Nepal, South
Africa, Sri Lanka).

Amendments to tobacco control laws (Kiribati, Mongolia, Marshall Islands,
Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Tonga)

NCD policies (Eswatini (alcohol policy), Lesotho (alcohol policy)

Other NCD laws: Eswatini (alcohol regulations), Lao People’s Democratic Republic

(regulations establishing an NCD multisectoral committee), Viet Nam (SSB tax).

From an evaluation standpoint, lost contact, incomplete recorded-keeping and job changes

sometimes made tracking of priority projects difficult. The availability of NCD laws and policies

in English was a significant barrier to confirming completed priority projects, especially in

relation to NCD risk factors beyond tobacco. Further, laws/regulations adopted in Table 5 may

not be implemented and enforced or may have later been overturned.

Other references to the ILTP:
Searches for references to the ILTP in key stakeholder databases reveal two definitive instances

where the ILTP is cited for contributing to NCD laws in countries. These include references to

the ILTP contributing to a new tobacco control law in Sierra Leone (WHO, 2023) and tobacco
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control laws in Samoa, Niue and Papua New Guinea (WHO Regional Office for the Western
Pacific, 2024).

The ILTP has been cited as an example of the importance of using law for addressing NCDs in
WHO and WHO FCTC documents (WHO FCTC Conference of the Parties Sixth Session, 2014;
WHO FCTC Conference of the Parties Eighth Session, 2018; WHO Regional Office for the
Western Pacific, 2016a; WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 2016b; WHO Regional
Office for the Western Pacific, 2018; WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 2020;
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 2021; WHO, 2022).

Discussion

Overall impact

The results of this study show that workshops aimed at building capacity on using law for NCD
prevention and control are an effective intervention to address NCDs. Across deliveries,
participants consistently reported that the ILTP enhanced their confidence/knowledge, and that
they would recommend the program to others. The course also had a demonstrable impact on
NCD law and policy in participants’ countries. Participants’ priority projects contributed to the
adoption, implementation, and enforcement of laws and policies in 30 countries, assisted in the
defence of tobacco control laws from legal challenges brought by the tobacco industry in Kenya,
Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Uganda and Thailand, and assisted in the initiation of litigation against the
tobacco industry to recover health care costs in Brazil. Each of the first nine deliveries resulted in
NCD laws or policies being developed, implemented, or enforced in at least three countries.

References to the ILTP in key stakeholder documents is evidence that the program has
contributed to building broader awareness on the importance of building capacity on law and
NCDs. A 2023 WHO publication recognised the ILTP for its important role in the development
of Sierra Leone’s Tobacco and Nicotine Control Act (WHO, 2023). In 2024, the McCabe
Centre’s leadership in building legal capacity for NCDs and the ILTP’s contribution to tobacco
control laws in countries and building the capacity of numerous lawyers and policymakers in the
WHO Western Pacific Region was again highlighted (WHO Regional Office for the Western
Pacific, 2024).
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The impact of mode of delivery

The ILTP also provided lessons in the advantages and limitations of online versus F2F delivery.
Transitioning the ILTP online greatly expanded its reach, including facilitating participation
from 30 countries not previously accessible by F2F delivery (see Table 2). Online delivery
overcame issues of funding, accommaodation, training space, and other logistical limitations,
although enrolments remained capped at (approximately) 80 to ensure effective facilitation.
Online delivery also increased the percentage of female enrolments. In some instances, for F2F
female participants were encouraged by funding partners.

Online delivery did have limitations, including underrepresentation of some countries known to
have limited internet (see Supplementary File 1), overall lower completion rates and smaller
changes in knowledge post ILTP. Lower completion rates for the online delivery are likely
explained by participants speculatively enrolling and/or feeling less pressure to complete than in
an F2F delivery or the difficulties of having competing work and home commitments while
completing the online delivery. Requests for a return to F2F or blended delivery in qualitative
feedback suggests an F2F component is still considered a critical component of training.
Participants generally reported less knowledge in topics prior to commencing the online course
and reported smaller increases in knowledge pre- and post online deliveries compared to
increases in confidence reported in F2F deliveries. For example, participants frequently reported
smaller increases in knowledge in relation to NCDs and international trade and investment law
compared to reported changes in confidence for F2F delivery which was likely due to the
difficulty of teaching complex subject matter in an online environment which allows for shorter
time to cover concepts and limited opportunity for questions. This is further evidenced by
participants reporting smaller increases in knowledge for online deliveries in relation to practical
aspects of NCDs such as multisectoral coordination. Some differences in confidence and
knowledge gains reported may also be explained by the different questions asked and Likert
scale options provided for participants for F2F compared to online.

The advantages and challenges of measuring law and policy reform
Law and policy reform is a long-term and collective endeavour where change may take
significant time, and results may not be definitively attributable to any one factor or individual.

Although we have included priority project impact as a measure of the ILTP’s success because
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these projects can be clearly linked to the course requirements, the full impact—or success—of
ILTP cannot be simply measured by the number of laws or policies adopted or defended.

Priority projects focusing on the adoption of NCD laws and policies continues in at least 13
countries. Well-known obstacles to law and policy reform including political will, competing
priorities, strong and well-resourced industry opposition, natural disasters and competing job
priorities all impact completion of priority projects and are largely beyond the control of
individual participants. Law reform captured in priority projects may also have been part of
existing government priorities or may have been supported by multiple international partners.

The full impact of the ILTP extends beyond priority projects, with the clearest example being
technical support for alumni beyond their nominated priority project. For example, the McCabe
Centre has assisted with legal challenges to tobacco control measures in the Philippines and
Brazil, neither of which is captured in Table 5. Many other effects were not captured here. These
include alumni being better equipped to lead internationally (for example, in negotiations or by
pushing for strong outcomes at the WHO FCTC Conference of the Parties); the onward impact
of participants relaying their knowledge to colleagues, developing supportive networks, and the
receipt by alumni of professional accolades (such as appointments to key positions or World No
Tobacco Day Awards).

Study limitations

While this initial evaluation of the ILTP provides significant insight into participants’ experience
of the ILTP—including acquired knowledge and confidence—the relative benefits and weakness
of the mode of delivery, and its impact more broadly, the picture is necessarily incomplete. A
limitation of this study was caused by the need to reconstruct historically collected data not
initially meant for evaluation. Inconsistencies in the surveys—especially in the open-ended
questions from which much of the qualitative data were acquired—Ilimited the utility of these
data to assessing overall impact of the course, rather than offering detailed insight into
participant experience. This was unfortunate; however, our current project is attempting to build
a fuller qualitative picture of that experience through new interviews with participants and
stakeholders.
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Conclusions and future directions
From 2014 to 2023, the ILTP had 450 participants from 97 countries and territories, and
meaningfully helped build capacity in the use of law for NCD prevention and control. Evaluation
of the ILTP reveals the power and potential to affect change from building legal capacity in the
prevention and control of NCDs. Despite the relatively modest size of the program, participants
significantly increased their confidence/knowledge in key skills and contributed to significant
new NCD laws and policies, the defence of legal challenges, and the recovery of health care
costs. This evaluation makes a compelling case for investing in legal training programmes aimed

at raising the capacity of lawyers in addressing NCDs using law and policy.

The transition of the course from F2F to online delivery also provides lessons in how to make an
intensive, networking-focused course work in a digital medium. Finally, the counting of
completed priority projects only captures part of the impact of the ILTP. A second study using
qualitative interviews with alumni and stakeholders of the course is underway to provide a fuller
picture of the impact of the ILTP and ongoing needs in relation to legal capacity. It is clear at this
point, however, that the development of a network of alumni with legal skills through the ILTP

has helped countries use law to reduce the burden of NCDs around the world.

Author contributions:

The article was conceptualised by HJ, SZ, TK and CS. CS located and compiled records and led
the drafting. RKD and MRD followed up with participants of the ILTP for updates on priority
projects. RKD, MRD and SZ provided significant input into Table 5. CS provided additional
desk research to confirm the status of Table 5 projects where possible. AM conducted the
literature review and provided additional research support when needed. TK provided significant
direction to authors with the scope and drafting of the article. HJ, SZ, TK and AM all contributed
to the drafting and review of this commentary. All authors provided comments on the final draft.

Acknowledgements:
The authors would like to acknowledge the work of Daiana Buresova and Evita Ricafort in
compiling and maintaining the records of priority projects relied on in this article.



16

Funding: Funding for part of this study was provided by the Australian Research Council (ARC
LP210100204). Direct costs for the ILTP were principally provided by the Australian
Government. Some participants were funded by other sources, including the Union for
International Cancer Control, the WHO, the FCTC2030 Initiative, the American Cancer Society,
the William Rudder Trust and the Norwegian Government. A small number of participants,
particularly from high-income countries, were funded by their home governments or institutions.
Cancer Council Victoria has funded underlying staff costs for this study and the ILTP.

Ethics and data availability: Ethical approval for this research was provided by Cancer Council
Victoria Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC 20404). Deidentified data is available on
request through the McCabe Centre for Law and Cancer.

Conflict of interest statement: Hayley Jones, Clare Slattery, Suzanne Zhou, Ma-Anne Rosales
and Rachel Kitonyo-Devotsu were involved in the delivery of the ILTP.

References

Campbell-Lendrum, D., and Priss-Ustun, A. (2019). Climate change, air pollution and
noncommunicable diseases. Bull World Health Organ. 97, 2, 160-161.

Magnusson R. S., McGrady B., Gostin L., Patterson D., Taleb H. A. (2018) Legal capacities
required for prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases. Bull World Health Organ.
97(2), 108-117.

Mialon, M. (2020). An overview of the commercial determinants of health. Globalization and
health, 16, 1-7.

World Health Organization (2022) 2021 Global Progress Report on Implementation of the WHO
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/351735/9789240041769-
eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y (last accessed 7 March 2025).



https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/351735/9789240041769-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/351735/9789240041769-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

17

World Health Organization (2023) WHO County Stories: Delivering for all.
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/373709/9789240081277-
eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y (last accessed 7 March 2025).

World Health Organization (2024a) Noncommunicable Diseases. Fact Sheet.
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/noncommunicable-diseases (last accessed 7
March 2025).

World Health Organization (2024b) Tackling NCDs — Best Buys and Other Recommended
Interventions for the Prevention and Control of Noncommunicable Diseases.
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/376624/9789240091078-eng.pdf?sequence=1 (last
accessed 7 March 2025).

World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control Conference of the
Parties Sixth Session (2014) Trade and Investment Issues Relevant to Implementation of the
WHO FCTC. FCTC/COP/6/20.
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/147122/FCTC_COP6_20-
en.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y; (last accessed 7 March 2025).

World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control Conference of the
Parties Eighth Session (2018) Progress Report on Implementation Assistance and International
Cooperation. FCTC/COP/8/12. https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/370680/fctc-cop8-12-
en.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y (last accessed 7 March 2025).

World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific (2016a) Meeting Report:
Meeting on the Implementation of the Regional Action Plan for the Tobacco Free Initiative in
the Western Pacific (2015-2019). Manila, Philippines, 19-21 August 2015.
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/208807/RS_2015 GE_23 PHL _eng.pdf?sequence=1
&isAllowed=y (last accessed 7 March 2025).

World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific (2016b) Meeting Report:

Pacific Workshop on Implementation of the Regional Action Plan for the Tobacco Free Initiative


https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/373709/9789240081277-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/373709/9789240081277-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/noncommunicable-diseases
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/376624/9789240091078-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/147122/FCTC_COP6_20-en.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/147122/FCTC_COP6_20-en.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/370680/fctc-cop8-12-en.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/370680/fctc-cop8-12-en.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/208807/RS_2015_GE_23_PHL_eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/208807/RS_2015_GE_23_PHL_eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

18

in the Western Pacific (2015-2019). Nadi, Fiji, 17- 19 November 2015.
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/208812/RS_2015 GE_57 FJI_eng.pdf?sequence=1&
isAllowed=y (last accessed 7 March 2025).

World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific (2018) Regional Preparatory
Workshop for the Eighth Conference of the Parties to the WHO Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control.

https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/275886/RS-2018-GE-36-PHL -
eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y (last accessed 7 March 2025).

World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific (2020) Better Laws for
Better Health: Western Pacific Regional Action Agenda on Strengthening Legal Frameworks for
health in the Sustainable Development Goals.
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/331910/9789290619041-eng.pdf?sequence=1 (last
accessed 7 March 2025).

World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific, Regional Committee (2021)
Progress Reports on Technical Programmes, WPR/RC72/8. Seventy-Second Session.
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/348967/WPR-RC072-08-Progress-Reports-2021-
en.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y (last accessed 7 March 2025).

World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific (2024) Two Decades of
Action: Strategies to Advance Tobacco Control in the Western Pacific.
https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/379290 (last accessed 7 March 2025).

Graph 1: Participant satisfaction of ILTP. Graph 1 shows responses to statement ‘The ILTP
enhanced my knowledge’ (bars) and ‘Would you recommend the ILTP to others?’ (line). Blue
indicates percentage of participants who responded ‘strongly agree the ILTP enhanced their
knowledge’, orange indicates percentage of participants who responded ‘agree the ILTP
enhanced their knowledge’, dark green indicates percentage of participants who responded
‘neutral the ILTP enhanced their knowledge’ and purple indicates percentage of participants who
‘strongly disagreed the ILTP enhanced their knowledge’. The green line indicates the combined
percentage of participants who ‘would recommend/would highly recommend’ the ILTP.
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